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ESTABLISHING THE PARTNERSHIP 

 
PROGRESS NOTE – 20 August 2003 

 
 
Partnership Board 
The Partnership Board met on 18 June. It discussed in detail the overall LowCVP 
Strategy and the need for a hard edged mission statement for the Partnership that was 
meaningful and acceptable to all members and their aspirations. The Board emphasised 
that all working groups should focus on their deliverables and target dates. As part of the 
Communications Strategy, the secretariat should draw on contributions in kind from 
members to widen its resources for communication activities. Working groups were 
encouraged to identify a dedicated person per group to give feedback and support the 
Secretariat in its communication function. All groups should address the question of how 
consumer perceptions and choices could be influenced to support the shift to low carbon 
vehicles and fuels. Equally, the question of future innovation and what decisions were 
needed today to hasten future developments should inform the work of all working 
groups. The Board received a presentation of the Bus Interim Report by WG Chair John I 
Smith. Members unanimously welcomed and adopted the report. Following the Board 
meeting Chair Graham Smith wrote to Transport Minister David Jamieson MP, 
commending the report and its recommendations to Government. 
 
Steering Group 
Robert Evans (Chair/ Johnson Matthey) is currently in contact with candidates to fill 
the recruit environmental/academic representation for the Steering Group. 
 
Milestones: Recruiting environmental representation to the Group 
Next meeting: Wednesday 03 September, 10.30-13.00, SMMT 
Contact: Robert Evans, Chair, Tel: 01763 253 271, email: evansrj@matthey.com  
 
Bus Working Group 
The Bus Working Group report No.1 was adopted by the Board and has been 
officially communicated to Government (DfT) by LowCVP Chair Graham Smith. 
Transport Minister David Jamieson MP sent a positive reply to the Chair. At Coach & 
Bus 2003 (NEC, 23-25 September 2003) low carbon buses are expected to be on 
display. It is hoped that there will be a Ministerial announcement in response to the 
work and proposals by the Bus WG at the opening of the Show. Tony McNulty MP, 
DfT Minister with responsibility for Buses and Taxis, has agreed to attend the bus and 
coach exhibition and has expressed his interest in a tour around the show to visit 
exhibitors’ stands with clean low carbon buses on display. The secretariat is liaising 
with the CPT as the show organisers and the Department for Transport. 
 
To take their work forward in 2004, the group has decided to focus on the following 
priorities: to facilitate a positive take-up of the expected Government low carbon bus 
funding announcement, to develop a position on the bus operators grant, to develop a 
longer term vision for low carbon buses after 2012, and to provide advice to 
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Government and Local Authorities on how to balance CO2 and air quality 
performance and reconcile policy priorities. 
 
Milestones:  Coach & Bus 2003 (Sept) 
Next meeting: Thursday 02 October, 14.30-16.30, London 
Contact: John I Smith, Chair, Tel: 07774 488378, Email: johnjo1.smith@btinternet.com 
 
Passenger Car Working Group 
At their meeting on 07 July, the group started to establish stakeholder views on the 
Government’s 2012 target for 10 per cent of new cars to be low carbon, defined as 
less than 100g/km at the tailpipe, and measures to support its achievement. Vehicle 
manufacturers distributed a paper on the car industry’s medium term technology 
perspectives. As input to the 2003 pre-budget report, the group discussed a draft paper 
advising Government on what could be done to buttress the UK’s motoring tax system 
to support progress towards the 2012 low carbon car target. Progress on the paper is 
ongoing. An update was given on the EU CO2 agreements, currently under review in 
Brussels. The group discussed issues raised by Government (the timetable for future 
CO2 agreements, a shift to well-to-wheel analysis, the role of carbon trading and a 
future integration of setting of emissions standards and CO2 target), and planned to 
provide Government with full views in due course.  
 
Preliminary results from MORI research on consumer information and car labelling 
showed that environmental performance low in consumers’ priorities when choosing a 
new car. The Group agreed that simplicity in the car label was key and that members 
would try and reach agreement in the UK to help European discussions. A first 
discussion of a longer term vision for ultra low carbon cars by 2020 took place which 
put transport in a broader context of national energy and industrial policy, global 
innovation and carbon trading.  
 
Next meeting: Monday, 08 September 2003, 10.30-13.00, London 
Contact: Paul Everitt, Chair, Tel.: 020 7344 9223, Email: peveritt@smmt.co.uk 
 
Low Carbon Fuels Working Group 
A scoping meeting to establish the remit of a fuels working group took place on 07 
July in London. Malcolm Watson, UKPIA, agreed to take over the chairmanship of 
the working group. Participants discussed the envisaged scope for the group, i.e. to 
develop a strategic view on medium and long term options for fuelling low carbon 
transport, advise Government on the fiscal and regulatory implications of its shared 
views, contribute to the Government’s assessment of the hydrogen economy and large 
scale use of biomass based fuels, and facilitate a smooth development of new fuel 
distribution infrastructures as needed. The Chair and Deputy Director will meet in 
early August to develop a work plan for the Fuels Group, based on discussions at the 
scoping meeting. 
 
Milestones:  Workplan development & membership recruitment (August) 
Next meeting: Monday, 08 September 2003, 14.00-16.00, London 
Contact: Malcolm Watson, Chair, Tel.: 020 7379 3102, malcolm.watson@ukpia.com
  
Working groups on commercial vehicles & supply chain  
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Commercial vehicles - In order to assess the implications of low carbon technology on 
the commercial vehicle sector initial discussions have taken place with a major truck 
manufacturer. A meeting with the FTA and other stakeholders took place on 19 
August.   
 
Supply chain - The completion of a DTI funded project to develop a supply chain 
database is expected in the coming weeks. The database will provide a strategic 
overview of players and capabilities on which to build the group. The webbased tool 
is expected to be accessible via the ‘lowcvp.org.uk’ website. 
 
Meeting with Ministerial Group 
The meeting between the LowCVP Chair, a small representative group of Board 
members and the Director with the Ministerial Group on Low Carbon took place on 
Tuesday 22 July 2003, 10.00 am at Great Minster House. Transport Minister David 
Jamieson MP chaired the meeting which was also attended by Jacqui Smith MP 
(DTI), John Healey MP (Treasury), Lord Whitty (DEFRA), John Spellar MP, Leslie 
Packer (DfT) and members of his staff.  
 
The LowCVP Chair talked the group through a prepared paper which was well 
received and the Minister congratulated LowCVP on the progress being made. 
Various questions/comments concerning next steps were reviewed, including the need 
to finalise the Centres of Excellence proposal, getting the supply chain and other 
working groups in to place and maintaining overall momentum. In particular the 
Minister acknowledged that although in the long term hydrogen from renewable 
sources was likely to be the best solution, he was concerned that bridging 
technologies such as hybrids were also being developed in parallel. LowCVP Chair 
confirmed that this was so.  
 
The Minister re-iterated continued support for LowCVP and stated that the Ministerial 
Group were encouraged by the enthusiasm and progress to date and looked forward to 
further reports indicating continued progress towards achieving LowCVP’s 
objectives. 
 
Partnership Secretariat 
Catherine Dove has joined the team as Secretariat Coordinator/PA on 28 July. She is 
located at Romney House. The work on the new office premises in 17 Queen Anne’s 
Gate is due to be finalised. New contact details will be sent out to members in due 
course. 
 
Communication 
The LowCVP website is not yet fully migrated. It is hoped that the site will be 
accessible for updates before the end of August. LowCVP has been approached to 
develop a low carbon road transport half-day seminar at the 2004 and 2005 Climate 
Change Solutions conference (NEC, Birmingham, March 2004).  


